
School District Needs Your Input! 
 
The Tishomingo County School District is seeking parent and community input on new federal 
funding it is receiving from the government’s response to COVID-19.  Several federal funding 
structures have been put into place to support schools as they respond to the pandemic.  Last 
year, schools received technology funds (Equity in Digital Learning Act, EDLA) to support 
technology infrastructure and to place devices in each student’s and teacher’s hands to assist 
with online learning due to quarantine protocols and possible school closures, such as the one 
that occurred in March of 2020.  The next round of funding (Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief I, ESSER I) was given to schools in preparation of reopening to purchase 
cleaning supplies, masks, face shields, PPE, nursing supplies, thermometers, etc. as well as any 
additional technology needs.  Recently, schools have received ESSER II funding and is set to also 
receive ESSER III funding.  “We are seeing significant amounts of money coming into public 
education right now to assist us in our required response to COVID-19 and its impact,” stated 
Superintendent Christie Holly.  “However, we can’t just spend this money on whatever we 
would like to spend it on.  There are parameters given to us by the federal government in which 
we have to stay inside to use the money.”  Federal guidance states that all funds must be spent 
in the prevention, preparation, and response to COVID-19.  “All of the funds we are receiving 
must meet that main requirement.”  Each ESSER funding stream has specific areas that money 
can go towards.  “ESSER I was given to us to help open schools up safely and for additional 
technology needs.  ESSER II is for learning support, upgrading air quality in our school buildings, 
technology, and supplies.  We know ESSER III is coming, and we have been told that 20% of that 
funding is required for learning loss and has to be addressed beyond the school day.  We know 
HVAC, learning resources, PPE supplies, and other previously allowed expenditures will apply 
for ESSER III,” stated Holly.  The district plans to use large portions of ESSER II for HVAC 
upgrades across the district and tutors for next school year.  “Our HVAC systems in our district 
average between 15 to 20 years in age.  We are in desperate need of upgrades in this area to 
help improve ventilation in our schools and reduce viruses with appropriate filters.  Also, we 
know we need extra people to assist in learning mitigation next year.  So ESSER II funding will 
assist us in these areas.” 
 
The district is conducting a public survey of parents and community members for comments on 
ideas for its ESSER III funding options.  “We need to hear from our parents and community.  A 
public survey is available on our website that gives everyone the opportunity to help us 
prioritize our spending structure with ESSER III funds,” stated Holly.  The ESSER III survey is 
available on the district website, www.tcsk12.com , and runs through May 24th.   
 
The district is also conducting a Needs Assessment survey to gain feedback for day-to-day 
activities that occur in our schools.  It is also found on the district’s website.   

http://www.tcsk12.com/

